Self Portrait in a Box
For this project you will be creating contour line drawings of objects and your hands holding objects that have some meaning for you.  The objects you choose will tell a story about you and what you think is important at this time in your life.  For your final artwork, you will cut out and glue the contour line drawings you have created of your objects and your hands holding objects onto a box shape so that it looks like the objects are inside the box and your hands are either taking out objects or placing them in the box.  This all will be mounted on a construction paper background forming a border around your artwork.  In this border you will then write about why you chose the objects you did and what meaning they have for you.
Contours - The outline and other visible edges of a figure or object.  
Contour line drawing – drawing in which you use lines to represent the different contours of the subject matter you are drawing.  This would include the outline of the shape of the subject matter along with all of its interior details. 
Steps:
1. You will need to bring in six objects that are meaningful to you or symbolize something that is important to you.  These items need to be small enough to be handheld.
2. You will then create contour line drawings of the objects using pencil on a sheet of 12”x18” piece of paper.  These drawings need to be approximately life size and show detail.  There needs to be space between each drawing (no overlapping) because you will be cutting the drawings out.  More paper will be available if it is needed.
a. 3 contour line drawings of your hands holding objects
b. [bookmark: _GoBack]3 contour line drawings of objects by themselves 
3. After you have finished drawing your objects and your hands holding the objects you will trace your drawings using ultra-fine point sharpies.
4. You will then draw your box shape, go over it in ultra-fine point sharpie, and cut it out.  The box will need to be big enough to fit your objects and your hands holding your objects with little overlapping.  The sides of the box drawing can be decorated.
5. You will then cut out your contour line drawings of your objects and your hands holding objects, arrange them in your box drawing, and then glue them down.
6. You will then mount everything onto construction paper leaving a colored border around your drawing.
7. You will finish your project by writing 3 sentences about each of the objects you chose and what meaning they have for you in the construction paper border space. 
Do not trace your subject matter.  Do your best to draw what you see.
