Mr. Bauer
Art and Design

The Visual Journal

You are required to keep a visual journal in art and design class.  This is much more than a sketchbook or notebook.  It is a record of your life, thoughts, and questions.

What is the visual journal?  The visual journal is record of your journey through this year and it documents your thought process and ideas.  You are required to use a sketchbook as a visual journal, and it may be a hardbound or spiral bound sketchbook.
Minimum Size – 8 x 10 inches

Maximum Size – 11 x 14 inches

Independent Exploration – You will explore your own concepts, ideas, and media in your journal each week.  There may be specific assignments that have some criteria that needs to be met, but overall there is a lot of choice and freedom to create.r4
How do you use the visual journal?  Bring your journal to every class you will use it often throughout the school year.  You will draw in it to improve your observation skills.   You will plan and sketch projects in your journal documenting your thought process as you work.  You will reflect verbally and non-verbally in your journal on your work and your life.  You will explore themes, concepts, and ideas that you want to explore.  The visual journal is a place to explore, experiment, discover and play.  The key is to be open to new ideas and to document everything.

· Write in it (reflect on you day, write about your art, use random words).

· Ask questions in it (about yourself, about your work, about your life – a curious mind is a creative mind).

· Draw in it (doodle, draw random lines and shapes, practice your observation skills).

· Paint in it (prepare pages with watercolor, go back and add paint to drawn pages).

· Collage in it (save stuff from your everyday life – movie stubs, receipts, cards, stickers, wrappers, photographs, image transfers, etc.).

How are the visual journals graded?  You will turn your journal in every three weeks for a grade of a maximum 30 points.  You will be graded solely on the time that you have spent working.  You must physically work for a minimum of two hours, and there must be visual evidence of those two hours.  Slow working, erasing, independent work, and searching for images cannot be counted because of the lack of visual evidence.

You will also turn your visual journal in at the end of each quarter for a larger, more thorough grade.  You must have 6 finished pages, and they will be graded as a whole on the following criteria: Craftsmanship, Composition, Creativity, and Quantity.  More information will follow near the end of the quarter.
